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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Our annual NCMA golf tournament was a great success!  A big thank you to Michelle Idone for doing an excellent job planning and organizing the tournament at The Landings golf club.  Forty-nine individuals participated and seven holes were sponsored by the following corporations: Engineered Support Systems Inc., Northrop Grumman Integrated Systems, S & K Technologies, Manufacturing Technology Inc., Mercer Engineering Research Center, TAMSCO, and Raytheon-Robins Engineering Center.   Thank you for your participation and support for the scholarship fund.  We netted approximately $650.00 towards our goal for this year.  I also want to recognize Marlene Humphry, Misty Holtz, Deborah Davis, and Jeannie Smith for their assitance with registration and providing liquid refreshment on a very warm afternoon.  


Please note, later in the newsletter, the announcements about the Workshop on the FAST contract and the National Education Seminar on Best Contracting Practices for Business.  Thanks to Misty Holtz and Andi Mitchell for arranging the workshop, to Marlene Humphrey for organizing the NES, and to MERC for, yet again, providing a great facility for training and discussion.  


And as we near the end of this program year, I want to encourage you to volunteer to be a board member for the next year. Several positions remain unfilled.  If you're interested, please contact Michelle Idone at michelle.idone@robins.af.mil <mailto:michelle.idone@robins.af.mil>.  


See you on the 21st for our May Luncheon!
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CYNDI BRINKLEY

SECRETARY
I have been married to my wonderful husband, Bobby, for 31 years.  I have a son (Bobby, Jr.) and a daughter (Carrie).  I am the proud grandmother of granddaughter (Morgan) and grandson (Austin). My hobbies are Decorative Painting and reading.  

My government career began as a Clerk Typist with Farmers Home Administration in 1982.  I began my career at Robins as a Procurement Technician in 1984. In 1992, I joined NCMA.  In 1999, I graduated Summa cum Laude from Georgia College & State University  (GC&SU) with a Bachelor's degree in Business Management.  In 1999, I began a new career as a Contract Specialist Trainee under the Outstanding Scholar Program.  In 2001, I graduated with a Master's degree in Logistics Management from GC&SU and became a Certified Associate Contracts Manager (CACM) through the NCMA certification program.  In 2002, I was selected for the two-year Advanced Copper Cap Program.  My future goals are to pass the CCCM exam, become a CPCM, and complete Air Command and Staff College.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the membership for the support given to me through the Chapter's Scholarship Program. Without your financial support, I would not be at this point in my career.  It has given me great pleasure to serve as your Secretary for the last two years.  I plan to remain an active working member in the chapter for years to come.  It is my way of giving support back to the chapter that so willingly supported me.


I am a native of Macon, Georgia.  I received a Bachelor of Science in Business from Mercer University and Master of Public Administration from Georgia College.  I am married to Larry Cranford and have two stepchildren.  Michael, my stepson, lives in Atlanta.  Carmen, my stepdaughter and her husband Mitch live in Warner Robins and both teach at Northside High School.  Larry and I try our best to spoil our two perfect grandchildren; Andi (age 6) and Brett (age 3) - I think we’ve found our calling.  

I began working in Contracting in February 1984 as a GS-2 Clerk Typist in Bid Mailing.  I began as a trainee on the Pacer Produce II program in the Fall of 84.  In 1991, Larry had an offer to administer the F-15 MSIP/PDM Saudi Contract that he had awarded as a Contracting Officer here at Robins AFB.  The exciting part was the opportunity to travel overseas.  The most difficult part was leaving family and friends in Georgia to live in a foreign country.  Since our kids were in college, we decided the timing was right so we agreed to a two-year contract in Saudi.  What an adventure!  We actually extended our contract and stayed four years in Al Khobar (Dhahran), Saudi Arabia.  I worked as a substitute teacher, an Estee Lauder rep and an elementary school secretary during that time and had a blast.  One of my life goals is to make the best of every job and every situation.

In 1996, I returned to Contracting at Robins AFB.  Over the past 19 years, I have worked in C-130, Vehicles, Machines Tools, Bare Base and Special Operations Forces.  I worked as a procurement analyst in the Acquisition Support Team and the Lead Contracting Officer on FAST.  I am now working as the PK Technical Advisor and Lean Change Agent.  It is rewarding to work in the field of contracting where the only constant is change.  We have done an excellent job in continuous process improvement and I look forward to new opportunities to support the Warfighter.


Miriam Jones

VP ATTENDANCE

I am a Contracting Officer in the C-130 Support Branch at Robins AFB Georgia.  I manage the Pacific Air Force Maintenance Contract in Malaysia, work Contract Field Team contracts with Lockheed, Lear and Raytheon and work to resolve problems involving delinquent deliveries, unliquidated obligations, and contract closeout .  

I have been working in Contracting for 21 years.  I have been a Contract Negotiator for the past 17 years but worked as a Price Analyst my first 4 years in Contracting.

I grew up in a Military family and attended schools throughout the country.  I graduated from Northside High School in 1975 and I received my Bachelor's Degree from Fort Valley State University in 1979.  I attended the Graduate Program at the University of Georgia and completed my Master's Degree at Georgia College in 1981.  

I have been a member of NCMA since 1994 and have been serving as Vice President of Attendance since Jul 2001.

I have been married 18 years to Kenneth Jones and have two daughters, Stacey 16 and Amber 15.


Scholarship Applications for the 2003 - 2004 Middle Georgia Chapter of NCMA are now available.  Please see the Chapter web page or contact Anthony Dunn, Scholarship Chairperson, WR-ALC/MABPL, 478-926-1019.  The deadline for applications is close of business 30 May 03.


Middle Georgia Chapter of NCMA

Executive Board Minutes

14 April 2003

President June Nelson called the meeting of the Executive Board to order at 1145 hrs.   The meeting was held at the O’Club.  The following members were present: Cyndi Brinkley, SMSgt Gerald Brunson, Christine Clark, Lisa Corr, Deborah Davis,  Mary Halligan, Dawn Harden, Misty Holtz, Miriam Jones, Marlene Humphry, Jackie Kittrell, and June Nelson. 

The minutes of the March meeting were provided to the members via e-mail.  The minutes were approved as presented.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
         

June Nelson (President):  
June reported a separate meeting would be held to complete discussions on the Membership Survey.  Michelle Idone will chair this meeting.  June announced officer elections take place electronically in May with the installation in June.  

Christine Clark (Programs Chair):

At the April meeting, Mr. Virgil Hertling speaks on “Commercial Pricing – Still a Good Deal?” The topic for May is “Lean.”  Christine is trying to schedule General Scott in June.  If General Scott is not available, she will try a panel format with the topic being “IPT Pricing.”

Lisa Corr (Treasurer): 

Lisa reported by e-mail as follows:

MARCH 2003 REPORT:

Beginning Balance, 01 Mar 03
    $23,357.12

Income                                                             5.78

Expenses                                              _     (698.50)

Ending Balance, 31Mar 03                   $22,664.40

Dawn Harden (CFCM/CCCM Chair): 

Dawn reported a CACM study guide was ordered.  The Commercial module should be out in August.  

Jackie Kittrell (CPCM Chair):

The Amnesty Program for recertification will close on May 31, 2003.

Miriam Jones (VP Attendance):  

Miriam reported a good attendance for the April meeting.

Stephanie Gisseman (VP Membership):

Marlene Humphry reported for Stephanie.  The chapter gained five new members and two renewals at the April NES seminar.

Marlene Humphry (NES Registrar):  

NES Seminar, “Best Contracting Practices for Business, “ is scheduled at MERC on Friday, June 6, 2003.  Check-in begins at 8:15 AM with the seminar beginning at 9:00 AM.  The speaker is Dr. Bill Pursch, NCMA Past President.  The cost is $150.00 per attendee.

Misty Holtz (Workshops Co-Chair):

A Lunchbox Workshop on “Certifications” is scheduled for April 15, 2003 in the PKO Conference Room from 11:30-1:30 PM.   The speakers are Dawn Harden and Jackie Kittrell.

A “FAST” Workshop is scheduled for May 16, 2003 at MERC from 8:30 – 11:00 AM.  The speaker is Winfield Greene. 

Deborah Davis (VP Industry Relations):

Deborah will check Mrs. Reeves’ calendar before setting a date for “NCMA After Hours.”  The committee is looking for a place to hold the social.  Deborah will send another e-mail out to industry regarding the NCMA golf tournament.  

Anthony Dunn (Scholarships):

June Nelson reported for Anthony.  The deadline for Scholarship applications is May 30, 2003.  The Scholarship Committee is made up of Anthony Dunn, Laura Davis, and Robert Nable.  Applications are posted on the chapter website and on the PK Bulletin Board.  Also, a letter was sent to industry with an application attached.

Meeting adjourned at 1245 hrs.

Respectfully submitted,

Cyndi S. Brinkley

VP Secretary

June R. Nelson

President
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MICKIE CRANFORD


Graalman Chairperson








