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PART 8--REQUIRED SOURCES OF SUPPLIES AND SERVICES

SUBPART 8.4—FEDERAL SUPPLY SCHEDULES

8.404  Using Schedules.

(b)(4) Blanket purchase agreements (BPAs).  The discussion to use the Blanket Purchase Agreements (BPA) with Federal Supply Schedules (FSS) should result from an integrated acquisition strategy taking into account all aspects of the acquisition.  Sound business judgement should be used throughout the acquisition process, especially for the purchase of large dollar technical support services.  Small business issues must also be considered.  As such, contracting officers should carefully consider all contracting alternatives and seek input from the local Small Business Specialist (SBS) to facilitate small business participation.  Before award of any FSS/BPA, carefully review available guidance including FAR Subpart 8.4 and related supplements, the Air Force Integrated Product Team (IPT) Report, and the FSS/BPA Business Practice Guide available on SAF/AQC Homepage (http://www.safaq.hq.af.mil/contracting/policy/AQCO/part08/part8pg.html).
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NOTE:  Buyer office personnel are also reminded to coordinate planned FSS orders in excess of $25,000 with the local Small Business Specialist (SBS).  This enables the SBS to recommend small business, 8(a), and women-owned small business concerns with FSS for consideration in the placement of orders.  It will also enable the SBS to evaluate the proposed acquisition for possible placement under the 8(a) program, which has priority consideration pursuant to DFARS 219.803(c).  (See HQ AFMC/PKD Memo dated 17 Aug 98 for more info on the subject of Small Business Coordination When Using Federal Supply Schedules.)
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